LIFE OF ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON

Squatters; but it is not mentioned that Mrs. Stevenson
and her son there sickened of diphtheria, and that the
anxiety and danger of a serious illness were added to
their lot

By this time Stevenson knew that his father and
mother were longing for nothing in the world so much
as to see his face again, to make the acquaintance of
his wife, and to welcome her for his sake.

It was not, however, until July was well advanced
that the party could leave Calistoga, but on the yth
of August they sailed from New York, and ten days
later they found Thomas Stevenson and his wife and
Sidney Colvin waiting for them at Liverpool.

In California the year before, Louis had written of
his father: "Since I have gone away, I have found out
for the first time how I love that man; he is dearer to
me than all, except Fanny." And now his joy at seeing
his parents was heightened, if possible, by the share
which his wife had in their reception. Any doubts
that had existed as to the wisdom of his choice were
soon driven from their minds, and the new-comer was
received into their affection with as much readiness and
cordiality as if it were they and not Louis who had made
the match. Old Mr. Stevenson in particular discovered
in his daughter-in-law so many points which she pos-
sessed in common with himself, that his natural liking
passed rapidly into an appreciation and affection such
as are usually the result only of years of intimacy. In
his own wife's notes I find that before his death he made
his son promise that he would " never publish anything
without Fanny's approval"

In consequence of the new order of things, Swanston      * See pp. 99, 102.
